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The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Representative Hernandez, Barbara in the chair.
Prayer by Assistant Doorkeeper of the House Wayne Padget.
Representative Ladisch Douglass led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
By direction of the Speaker, a roll call was taken to ascertain the attendance of Members, as follows:
110 present. (ROLL CALL 1)

By unanimous consent, Representatives Cabello, Jiménez, Manley, Mayfield, Moeller, Rita and
Sosnowski were excused from attendance.

REPORTS

The Clerk of the House acknowledges receipt of the following correspondence:

FY25 Q1 Operating Report, submitted by the GOMB on November 14, 2024

LPU Final Compliance Examination Report, submitted by the State Of Illinois Legislative Printing Unit on
November 14, 2024

2024 OIG annual report, submitted by the HFS & OIG on November 18, 2024

HB5909 Debt Impact Note, submitted by the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
on November 18, 2024

HB5909 Pension Impact Note, submitted by the Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability on November 19, 2024

TEMPORARY COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Representative Ford replaced Representative Manley in the Committee on Rules on November 19,
2024.

Representative Hernandez, Elizabeth replaced Representative Gordon-Booth in the Committee on
Rules on November 19, 2024.

Representative Windhorst replaced Representative Spain in the Committee on Rules (A) on November
19, 2024.

Representative Hoffman replaced Representative Manley in the Committee on Rules (A) on November
19, 2024.

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON RULES

Representative Gabel, Chairperson, from the Committee on Rules to which the following were
referred, action taken on November 19, 2024, reported the same back with the following recommendations:

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES APPROVED FOR FLOOR CONSIDERATION:

That the bill be reported “approved for consideration” and placed on the order of Second Reading --
Short Debate: SENATE BILLS 688, 2703 and 3410.

The committee roll call vote on the foregoing Legislative Measure(s) is as follows:
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5, Yeas; 0, Nays; 0, Answering Present.

Y Gabel(D), Chairperson Y Hammond(R), Republican Spokesperson
Y Hernandez, Elizabeth(D)(replacing

Gordon-Booth)
Y Ford(D)(replacing Manley)

Y Spain(R)

Representative Gabel, Chairperson, from the Committee on Rules (A) to which the following were
referred, action taken on November 19, 2024, reported the same back with the following recommendations:

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE:

Executive: Floor Amendment No. 3 to SENATE BILL 688 and Floor Amendment No. 2 to SENATE
BILL 3410.

The committee roll call vote on the foregoing Legislative Measure(s) is as follows:
5, Yeas; 0, Nays; 0, Answering Present.

Y Gabel(D), Chairperson Y Hammond(R), Republican Spokesperson
Y Gordon-Booth(D) Y Hoffman(D)(replacing Manley)
Y Windhorst(R)(replacing Spain)

AGREED RESOLUTIONS

The following resolutions were offered and placed on the Calendar on the order of Agreed
Resolutions.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 934

Offered by Representative Bunting:
Mourns the passing of Charles L. Hoselton Sr. of Fairbury.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 935

Offered by Representative Davis, Will:
Mourns the death of Dr. Makita Khem Kheperu.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 938

Offered by Representative Weaver:
Recognizes the Packee Family for their contributions to the community and motorcycle culture.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 939

Offered by Representative Tarver:
Mourns the death of William Noel "Billy" Lawless.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 940

Offered by Representative Manley:
Congratulates Kevin O'Gorman on his retirement. Wishes him the best in all of his future endeavors.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 943

Offered by Representative Welch:
Congratulates Gail Dunkel on the occasion of her retirement. Thanks her for her many years of

dedicated service to the Illinois General Assembly and the people of the State of Illinois. Wishes her many
happy and healthy retirement years.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 945

Offered by Representative Welch:
Congratulates Desmond A. Roberts on the occasion of his 25th anniversary as president of Advantage

Dealer Group. Wishes him continued success in his professional endeavors.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 946

Offered by Representative La Ha:
Congratulates the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago on the occasion of their 130th anniversary and

recognizes all of the contributions by the Sisters who have impacted the health of their order, their
communities, the country, and the world for the better.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 947

Offered by Representative Hernandez, Elizabeth:
Congratulates Sylvia Puente on her retirement as president and CEO of the Latino Policy Forum.

Recognizes her impact on Latino empowerment across the State of Illinois.

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS

The following resolutions were offered and placed in the Committee on Rules.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 936

Offered by Representative Ness:

WHEREAS, The Illinois Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) program, also referred to as the
Senator Scott Bennett ABLE Program, is an important tool for Illinoisans with disabilities, and ABLE
accounts help people with disabilities to improve health, enhance quality of life, and maintain independence
while protecting federal benefits and encouraging employment; and

WHEREAS, ABLE programs offer a diverse range of investment options, tax-deferred growth, and
withdrawals free of state and federal taxes when those withdrawals are used for a broad range of qualified
disability expenses, such as education, job coaching, transportation, accessible equipment, health and
wellness, and assistive technology; and

WHEREAS, December 19, 2024 marks the tenth anniversary of the enactment of the Stephen Beck Jr.,
Achieving a Better Life Experience Act of 2014 (Public Law No. 113-295), commonly known as the ABLE
Act, a landmark piece of legislation that was passed unanimously by both chambers of Congress,
establishing Section 529a of the Internal Revenue Code to allow states to create ABLE programs; and

WHEREAS, In 2016, the Illinois General Assembly passed the enabling legislation for the Illinois
Achieving a Better Life Experience (IL ABLE) account program, which is under the leadership of the State
Treasurer's Office as trustee and administrator; and

WHEREAS, Since the launch of the IL ABLE program in January 2017, more than 6,500 IL ABLE
accounts have been opened with more than $90 million contributed; and

WHEREAS, The IL ABLE program has helped Illinoisans with disabilities and their families pay for
approximately $40 million in qualified disability expenses, allowing them to gain greater self-sufficiency
while helping to meet their needs; and
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WHEREAS, Under State Treasurer Michael Frerichs' leadership, a 19-member, bipartisan consortium
of states now exists to provide high-quality, low-cost ABLE programs for more than a quarter of
ABLE-eligible people with disabilities nationwide, and its members include Alaska, Arkansas, Connecticut,
Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Mississippi, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and the District of Columbia; and

WHEREAS, Today's average IL ABLE account balance of approximately $11,800 is illustrative of the
greater economic independence and financial freedom achieved by account owners with disabilities who are
no longer trapped in a life of chronic financial insecurity due to asset restrictions imposed by their federal
benefit programs; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we declare December 19, 2024 as Illinois
ABLE Day in the State of Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to the State Treasurer's Office.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 937

Offered by Representative West:

WHEREAS, The State of Illinois recognizes that coroners play an essential role in not only the
investigation of deaths and the compassionate notification of families of deceased persons but also in saving
lives through tracking patterns of deaths and coordination with organ procurement agencies; and

WHEREAS, Coroners, as elected officials, are not required to have any medical or death investigatory
experience and come from a variety of different professional backgrounds and skill sets that provide them
with varying levels of expertise related to their position; and

WHEREAS, The Coroner Training Board was established in large part to create and maintain
minimum standards for coroner training, provide appropriate certifications, and review and approve training
curriculums for all coroners; and

WHEREAS, The Coroner Training Board is currently comprised of five members, four of which were
appointed in 2016 and are currently serving on expired terms; and

WHEREAS, The Coroner Training Board website is filled with broken links and, of all of their
reported board meetings since January 1, 2022, meetings have lasted on average just 37 minutes, with no
meeting lasting longer than one hour; and

WHEREAS, The Coroner Training Board received $460,000 for operations, including the
development and implementation of training opportunities in the FY25 budget, and collects supplemental
fees from coroners who attend training opportunities; and

WHEREAS, New coroners, regardless of their backgrounds or expertise, are only required to attend a
40-hour basic training course once elected; and

WHEREAS, Some coroner offices within Illinois have sought additional memberships and training
support from national organizations, such as the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators, to
improve overall training quality for themselves and their staffs; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we direct the Auditor General to conduct a
performance audit of the Illinois Coroner Training Board's administration of the Coroner Training Board
Act, including its creation, implementation, and execution of basic and continuing education training for
coroners; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge the Illinois Coroner Training Board and any other State agency, entity, or
person that may have information relevant to this audit to cooperate fully and promptly with the Auditor
General's Office in its conduct of this audit; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we direct the Auditor General to commence this audit as soon as possible and
report his findings and recommendations upon completion in accordance with the provisions of Section
3-14 of the Illinois State Auditing Act; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to the Auditor General and the Illinois
Coroner Training Board.
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 941

Offered by Representative Mayfield:

WHEREAS, The State of Illinois and the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) are committed to
enhancing public safety and reducing recidivism; and

WHEREAS, Studies have shown that community-based residential treatment facilities offering
housing, counseling, workforce training, and other supportive services can reduce recidivism rates and
improve successful reentry for individuals in the justice system; and

WHEREAS, Partnerships with non-profit providers can enable Illinois to offer safe, community-based
residential facilities, where individuals receive mental health counseling, job training, substance abuse
treatment, and restorative justice services, all of which contribute to lowering recidivism and enhancing
community safety; and

WHEREAS, Alternatives to incarceration administered by community-based, non-profit organizations
alleviate burdens on the Illinois budget by reducing the cost of incarcerating individuals in IDOC facilities;
and

WHEREAS, IDOC currently spends $4,106 per person per month to incarcerate an individual in a
department facility, according to its FY2024 Financial Impact Statement; and

WHEREAS, IDOC is permitted to contract with community-based, non-profit providers at that same
rate on a per person, per month basis to house and support these individuals who would otherwise be
incarcerated in a department facility at the same cost; and

WHEREAS, The contracts would support eligible individuals when subject to a judicial order to live
and be served in a community-based facility as an alternative to incarceration; and

WHEREAS, These community-based non-profit facilities could neither be a private correctional
facility nor a private detention facility pursuant to State law, but a residential treatment facility is permitted;
and

WHEREAS, This approach envisions long-term outcomes such as reducing recidivism, promoting
workforce readiness, and facilitating smoother transitions for individuals back into society; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we urge the Illinois Department of
Corrections under their existing statutory authority to draft and adopt administrative rules authorizing
community-based, non-profit residential treatment providers to apply for the same monthly Financial
Impact Statement funds per person and per month to support their operations; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge that these rules enable IDOC to automatically fund qualified
community-based non-profit residential providers that meet objective state standards for service provision,
safety, and rehabilitative support; and be it further

RESOLVED, That IDOC has existing statutory and budget authority to enter into these funding
agreements with community-based, non-profit residential treatment providers that are not private
correctional facilities or private detention facilities; and be it further

RESOLVED, That administrative rules governing applications, standards, and metrics for residential
treatment facilities to qualify for automatic funding with IDOC would enhance transparency and incentivize
more development of these non-profit residential treatment facilities; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be delivered to the Director of the Illinois
Department of Corrections and the Governor of Illinois to encourage immediate steps toward implementing
alternatives to incarceration contractual programs that emphasize rehabilitation, reintegration, and public
safety.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 942

Offered by Representative Faver Dias:

WHEREAS, The Illinois constitution states "a fundamental goal of the People of the State is the
educational development of all persons to the limits of their capacities"; and

WHEREAS, The education system in this State produces inequitable outcomes along lines of race and
ethnicity with 9% of Black students, 15% of Latinx students, 23% of American Indian or Alaska Native
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students, 35% of Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander students, and 31% of multiracial students reaching
proficiency in math compared to 38% of white students and 61% of Asian students; and

WHEREAS, More than 20 years of research indicates that teacher diversity has positive impacts on
student outcomes, including academic achievement, graduation rates, attendance, instances of exclusionary
discipline, and college aspirations; and

WHEREAS, Research demonstrates the positive impact of alignment between teacher and student
racial and ethnic diversity; and

WHEREAS, In Illinois, teachers of color make up less than 18% of the workforce while students of
color make up 54% of the student body; and

WHEREAS, Representation of Black, Latinx, Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and multiracial teachers does not match the respective proportion of Illinois
students who are Black, Latinx, Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander, and multiracial; and

WHEREAS, Longstanding systemic racism and ongoing barriers lead to reductions in diversity
throughout the teacher pipeline starting with unequal high school graduation rates and rates of enrollment in
postsecondary institutions, including racial disparities in educator preparation enrollment and retention in
the teaching profession; and

WHEREAS, One of the most significant challenges in the teacher pipeline is the gap in diversity
between Illinois colleges and Illinois educator preparation programs; and

WHEREAS, More debt can discourage those in pursuit of a career in the teaching profession; and
WHEREAS, Teachers of color are more likely to borrow money to pay for teacher preparation; and
WHEREAS, The Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship was created to encourage academically

talented Illinois minority students to enroll in educator preparation and pursue teaching careers so that
students of color in Illinois are more likely to be taught by teachers of color; and

WHEREAS, Recipients of the Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship are required to teach in
schools at which no less than 30% of the enrolled students are minority students in the year during which
the recipient begins teaching at the school or, if the recipient received a scholarship as a qualified bilingual
minority applicant, in a program in transitional bilingual education pursuant to Article 14C of the School
Code or in a school in which 20 or more English learner students in the same language classification are
enrolled; and

WHEREAS, More than 8,000 awards have been distributed to aspiring teachers of color through the
Minority Teachers of Illinois scholarship; and

WHEREAS, The pool of candidates enrolling in educator preparation programs has indeed grown
more diverse over time but is still not as diverse as Illinois colleges; and

WHEREAS, The teacher workforce has gradually grown more diverse over the last decade but still
lags student diversity significantly; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we affirm the importance and targeted value
of the Minority Teachers of Illinois scholarship in increasing diversity in the teacher workforce; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we celebrate the support that the Minority Teachers of Illinois scholarship has
offered to aspiring teachers to date and the scholarship's role in growing the diversity of teacher preparation
in Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge the Illinois Student Assistance Commission to continue to administer the
Minority Teachers of Illinois scholarship in order to support aspiring teachers of color to enter the teaching
profession; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge the State of Illinois and its entities to continue to support efforts grounded
in research and data that increase the diversity of the educator workforce in order to improve outcomes for
all students in this State.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 944

Offered by Representative Ford:
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WHEREAS, Illinois-based businesses play a critical role in driving economic growth, innovation, and
community vitality within the State; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc., headquartered in Morton Grove, has established itself as a leading
producer of probiotic and cultured dairy products, exemplifying excellence in business operations and
community engagement; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. was founded in 1986 by Michael Smolyansky, who immigrated to
the United States from the former Soviet Union with the vision of introducing the health benefits of kefir to
the American market; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc., under the leadership of Julie Smolyansky, has continued to expand
and excel, achieving significant milestones as a publicly traded company and as an industry leader in
innovative, health-focused food and beverage solutions; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. has consistently prioritized excellence, sustainability, and corporate
responsibility by delivering high-quality products; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. has significantly expanded its global footprint, exporting its products
to numerous countries, including Mexico, the Caribbean, South Africa and, as a co-packer, Ireland for
further distribution in France, thus showcasing Illinois as a leader in health-focused food manufacturing on
the international stage; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. entered into a groundbreaking distribution agreement in the United
Arab Emirates in November of 2024, bringing its kefir and farmer cheese products to supermarkets and
hypermarkets in Dubai and across the Emirates, further cementing its global presence; and

WHEREAS, Exports are vital to the Illinois economy, driving job creation, enhancing global trade
relationships, and reinforcing the State's position as an economic leader; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. has demonstrated exceptional financial success, achieving record
annual net sales of $160.1 million in 2023, representing a 13.1% year-over-year increase, and reporting a
net income of $11.4 million, a substantial rise from $0.9 million in 2022; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. employs approximately 288 individuals, with a significant portion of
its workforce based in Illinois, thereby strengthening the local economy and providing valuable
employment opportunities for residents; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. has received widespread recognition for its contributions to health
and wellness, with its products becoming a staple in households across Illinois and beyond; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc., along with other innovative food manufacturers, are essential to the
economy of Illinois, driving advancements in the food and beverage sector, fostering sustainability, and
contributing to the State's global competitiveness; and

WHEREAS, Lifeway Foods, Inc. has recently been the target of an unsolicited acquisition proposal
from Danone North America PBC, which seeks to acquire the remaining shares of Lifeway that it does not
already own; and

WHEREAS, Such an acquisition could result in significant operational changes, including potential
relocation or restructuring, which might negatively impact the State's workforce and corporate leadership
currently provided by Lifeway Foods, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Maintaining Lifeway Food's independence and Illinois-based operations is crucial for
preserving the jobs, innovation, and economic benefits the company delivers to the State; and

WHEREAS, Supporting local businesses and preventing the loss of corporate headquarters to
out-of-state entities, which usually diminish economic activity and employment opportunities within
Illinois, is vital; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, that we commend Lifeway Foods, Inc. for its
outstanding achievements and invaluable contributions to the State of Illinois, and we celebrate its
dedication to excellence, innovation, and community enrichment; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we express our concerns regarding the potential acquisition of Lifeway Foods, Inc.
by Danone North America PBC and urge all stakeholders to carefully consider the potential adverse effects
on the Illinois economy and workforce; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our commitment to supporting Illinois-based businesses like Lifeway
Foods, Inc., especially those founded by immigrants drawn to the freedom of our shores and nurtured in
Illinois' economic climate, whose continued success and presence are essential to the State's economic
health and prosperity; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented to Lifeway Foods, Inc. as a testament
to our admiration and our best wishes for its continued success as an independent, Illinois-owned company
for many years in the future.

AGREED RESOLUTIONS

HOUSE RESOLUTION 899 was taken up for consideration.
Representative Hammond moved the adoption of the agreed resolution.
The motion prevailed and the agreed resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS 934, 935, 938, 939, 940, 943, 945 and 946 were taken up for consideration.
Representative Gabel moved the adoption of the agreed resolutions.
The motion prevailed and the agreed resolutions were adopted.

At the hour of 2:38 o'clock p.m., Representative Gabel moved that the House do now adjourn until
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, at 12:00 o'clock p.m., allowing perfunctory time for the Clerk.

The motion prevailed.
And the House stood adjourned.
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NO. 1
STATE OF ILLINOIS

ONE HUNDRED THIRD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE ROLL CALL

QUORUM CALL

November 19, 2024

0 YEAS 0 NAYS 110 PRESENT

P Ammons P Friess P Kifowit P Schmidt
P Andrade P Fritts P La Ha P Schweizer
P Avelar P Gabel P Ladisch Douglass P Severin
P Benton P Gill P LaPointe P Sheehan
P Blair-Sherlock P Gong-Gershowitz P Lilly P Slaughter
P Buckner P González, Edgar P Mah P Smith
P Bunting P Gordon-Booth E Manley E Sosnowski
P Burke P Grant P Mason P Spain
E Cabello P Grasse E Mayfield P Stava-Murray
P Canty P Guerrero-Cuellar P McCombie P Stephens
P Cassidy P Guzzardi P McLaughlin P Stuart
P Caulkins P Haas P Meier P Swanson
P Chung P Halbrook P Meyers-Martin P Syed
P Coffey P Hammond P Miller P Tarver
P Costa Howard P Hanson E Moeller P Tipsword
P Crespo P Harper P Morgan P Ugaste
P Croke P Hauter P Morris P Vella
P Davidsmeyer P Hernandez, Lisa P Moylan P Walsh
P Davis, Jed P Hernandez, Norma P Mussman P Weaver
P Davis, Will P Hernández, Barbara P Ness P Weber
P Delgado P Hirschauer P Nichols P West
P DeLuca P Hoffman P Niemerg P Wilhour
P Didech P Huynh P Olickal P Williams, Ann
P Du Buclet P Jacobs P Ortíz, Aarón P Williams, Jawaharial
P Elik E Jiménez P Rashid P Windhorst
P Evans P Johnson P Reick P Yang Rohr
P Faver Dias P Jones E Rita P Yednock
NV Flowers P Katz Muhl P Rosenthal P Mr. Speaker
P Ford P Keicher P Sanalitro
P Frese P Kelly P Scherer

E - Denotes Excused Absence
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119TH LEGISLATIVE DAY

Perfunctory Session

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2024

At the hour of 2:44 o'clock p.m., the House convened perfunctory session.

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF BILLS

The following bills were introduced, read by title a first time, ordered reproduced and placed in the
Committee on Rules:

HOUSE BILL 5913. Introduced by Representative DeLuca, AN ACT concerning revenue.

HOUSE BILL 5914. Introduced by Representative Harper, AN ACT concerning State government.

HOUSE BILL 5915. Introduced by Representatives McCombie - Windhorst, Keicher and Hammond, AN
ACT concerning criminal law.

HOUSE BILL 5916. Introduced by Representative Ford, AN ACT concerning local government.

At the hour of 2:44 o'clock p.m., the House Perfunctory Session adjourned.
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